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CivicFest: Feature Exhibit Snapshots 

 
White House in Miniature 

The White House in Miniature is a 60- by 20-foot detailed replica of the famous 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave. address and features nearly every aspect of the president’s residence and its 
contents, including rooms typically closed to the public. The one-inch-to-one-foot scale model 
includes tiny telephones that ring, quarter-inch television sets that turn on, fountains that spray 
water and chandeliers that illuminate.  
 
Handcrafted by John and Jan Zweifel, and their family, after years of research and hundreds of 
thousands of hours of painstaking craftsmanship, the White House in Miniature weighs more 

than 10 tons and takes four days to set up. A former Smithsonian Institution exhibit, the Zweifels’ masterpiece has been 
lauded by presidents and first ladies as one of the world’s greatest miniature houses.  
 
The Eagle: Our Country's National Emblem 

To celebrate the history and conservation of America’s national emblem, live eagles from the 
University of Minnesota’s Raptor Center and the National Eagle Center will be on display at 
CivicFest. "Decision 2008" welcomes visitors to vote to name a new eagle from the National 
Eagle Center by using historic and modern voting machines. In addition, the Great Eagle Shield 
from the 1876 Centennial Exposition will be showcased in this exhibit.  
 

 
Presidential Limousines and First Ladies’ Gowns 

From presidential transportation to gala celebrations, CivicFest offers the opportunity to 
see firsthand presidential limos and first ladies' ball gowns. President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt’s 1938 Cadillac Secret Service limousine, equipped with a wheelchair ramp, will 
be on display, along with President Ronald Reagan’s 1986 Cadillac presidential limousine. 
More than two dozen first ladies’ ball gowns will be exhibited, featuring the fashions of 
several first ladies, including Mary Todd Lincoln, Mamie Eisenhower, Jacqueline Kennedy 
and Laura Bush. 

 
Forgotten Founders and Founding Documents 1774-1790  

The Forgotten Founders exhibit will showcase evidence that 14 presidents served prior to 
George Washington. Historical documents, such as original letters, resolutions, treaties and 
laws, bring claim to other presidents from 1774-1788. This exhibit was previously featured at 
the Smithsonian. Other documents from our nation’s earliest years on display include: 
·  A wet ink transfer of the Declaration of Independence 
·  The Articles of Confederation 
·  The 1784 Treaty of Paris signed by President Thomas Mifflin 
·  Benjamin Franklin’s hand-written personal diary 

 
Air Force One and the Oval Office 

Full-size replicas of the White House Oval Office and an Air Force One fuselage will be 
open for tours at CivicFest. Visitors can board Air Force One, wave to onlookers and 
receive a keepsake photo. Visitors are also welcome to experience the Oval Office by 
sitting behind the president’s desk and signing a bill into law – a souvenir photo will prove 
the experience. 
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