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THE MINNEAPOLIS SAINT PAUL 2008 HOST COMMITTEE  
ANNOUNCES STUDENT FIELD TRIP PROGRAM FOR CIVICFEST 

 
Emerson To Lead Program That Will Offer 
Discounts to School and Youth Groups 

 
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA (April 21, 2008) – The Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee is launching 

a CivicFest Student Field Trip Program that will offer discounts to CivicFest for school and youth groups.  

Kris Emerson, Special Events and Community Relations Coordinator for St. Paul Public Schools, will lead 

the field trip program. 

 

CivicFest is a nearly 300,000 square-foot event at the Minneapolis Convention Center celebrating 

Minnesota and American history, democracy and the U.S. presidency that will be open to the general public 

and held in conjunction with the 2008 Republican National Convention. 

 

“It is our goal to offer the CivicFest experience to as many students as possible and our field trip program is 

the perfect opportunity for students to attend this once-in-a-lifetime event,” said Cynthia Lesher, President 

of the Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee.  “In addition, the program is designed to provide 

students with an extraordinary learning experience that will connect them to the excitement of having a 

national convention in the Minneapolis Saint Paul area.”   

 

Field trips will be offered to schools and youth groups from 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. on Friday, August 29; 

Wednesday, September 3; and Thursday, September 4. Emerson will work with schools, city recreation 

departments, local colleges and universities, church groups, and other youth groups such as the Boy 
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Scouts, Girl Scouts and Boys and Girls Clubs to encourage them to take advantage of the CivicFest field 

trip program. 

 

“Kris’ experience in the St. Paul Public Schools and working with various community groups makes her the 

ideal person to fill this very important role,” Lesher said.   

 

A limited number of grants will be available to help cover the ticket costs for student field trips to this once-

in-a-lifetime experience.  Discounted student field trip tickets are available at www.civicfest.org to student 

groups of 20 or more at the group rate of $6 per student. A limited number of grants will be available to help 

cover the ticket costs for student field trips. Applications are available online at www.CivicFest.org. 

Questions about the program can be directed to Kris Emerson at 651.767.8234 or 

kemerson@msp2008.com  

 

The Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee is the nonprofit, nonpartisan entity charged with 

promoting the commerce, image and prestige of Minnesota in preparation for the 2008 Republican National 

Convention. More than 45,000 individuals, including 15,000 media, are expected to attend the Convention. 

The last national political convention in Minnesota was the Republican National Convention held in 1892. 

 

About CivicFest 
CivicFest: A Very Minnesota Celebration is a family-friendly, once-in-a-lifetime interactive and multimedia 
experience, featuring more than 35 educational and entertaining exhibits, historic memorabilia and artifacts 
celebrating Minnesota and American history, democracy and the U.S. presidency. CivicFest is being 
produced by Maxene Fernstrom for the Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee. For more 
information, visit www.civicfest.org. 
 
About The Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee 
The Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee is charged with promoting the commerce, image and 
prestige of Minneapolis, Saint Paul and the entire region in preparation for the 2008 Republican National 
Convention. The Host Committee is made up of community leaders who are committed to educating people 
and businesses to come to Minnesota to work, live, play, visit and invest. For more information, visit 
www.msp2008.com. 
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