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The Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee Names 
 Tina Volpe as Marketplace Executive for  
CivicFest: A Very Minnesota Celebration   

 

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA (April 18, 2008) – The Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee has 

named Tina Volpe to serve as Marketplace Executive for CivicFest: A Very Minnesota Celebration.  

CivicFest, which will be held in conjunction with the 2008 Republican National Convention, will be a 

nearly 300,000 square-foot event at the Minneapolis Convention Center celebrating Minnesota and 

American history, democracy and the U.S. presidency that will be open to the general public. 

 

Volpe will be charged with overseeing vendor operations for the 60,000 square-foot Marketplace, 

which will be held in conjunction with CivicFest. The Marketplace will showcase a variety of 

products with an emphasis on merchandise that is locally produced and designed, as well as 

“Made in the U.S.A.”  The Marketplace also will include a 6,000 square-foot CivicFest Store that 

will sell official merchandise for the Convention, MSP 2008 and CivicFest as well as souvenirs and 

collectibles. 

 

“Tina brings a great deal of experience in the retail sector and in building, securing and managing 

relationships to her role as Marketplace Executive for the Host Committee,” said Jeff Larson, CEO 

of the Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee. “We are confident that she will make the 

CivicFest Marketplace a successful venture for vendors and visitors to this one-of-a-kind event.” 
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Prior to joining the Host Committee, Volpe worked for a property management group overseeing 

the marketing function for a retail mall. Volpe resides in Hugo, Minnesota.  

  

“I am looking forward to developing a CivicFest Marketplace that not only showcases the best 

products that our area has to offer, but also gives visitors the opportunity to take home a piece of 

convention memorabilia,” Volpe said.   

 

The Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee is the nonprofit, nonpartisan entity charged with 

promoting the commerce, image and prestige of Minnesota in preparation for the 2008 Republican 

National Convention. More than 45,000 individuals, including 15,000 media, are expected to attend 

the Convention. The last national political convention in Minnesota was the Republican National 

Convention held in 1892. 

 

About CivicFest 
CivicFest: A Very Minnesota Celebration is a family-friendly, once-in-a-lifetime interactive and 
multimedia experience, featuring more than 35 educational and entertaining exhibits, historic 
memorabilia and artifacts celebrating Minnesota and American history, democracy and the U.S. 
presidency. CivicFest is being produced by Maxene Fernstrom for the Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 
Host Committee. For more information, visit www.civicfest.org. 
 

About The Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee 
The Minneapolis Saint Paul 2008 Host Committee is charged with promoting the commerce, image 
and prestige of Minneapolis, Saint Paul and the entire region in preparation for the 2008 
Republican National Convention. The Host Committee is made up of community leaders who are 
committed to educating people and businesses to come to Minnesota to work, live, play, visit and 
invest. For more information, visit www.msp2008.com. 
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